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Some Theoretical Grounds for Interpretative Psychological Studies and
a Model-Making Method Based on Abduction.

KASAI Toshiharu

With the cautious attitude of General Semantics, some of the basic points of the metrical
approach were critically overviewed and it was shown that induction and deduction are
unrealistic logical requirements as seen in J.S.Mill's axiom called "uniformity of nature", and
that plurality or repetitiveness of phenomena are not always postulated in psychology because
people are not "uniform".

An interpretative psychological approach was introduced with such basic concepts as 1  the
presumed factuality of verbal texts, 2  the logical inference based on abduction that C.S. Peirce
proposed, and 3 synecdochical understanding/generalization of interpretatively derived models.
The abduction based model making of causality yields an idiographic model about each
interviewee's behavior and cognition, and each model can be "generalized" synecdochically as in
the clinical psychological case study and in the pathographical case study. A topic in a
qualitative study - why people tell about the weather on the verge of death - was discussed in
terms of collateral models and their synecdochically abstracted higher model.

Keywords: qualitative psychology, interpretative approach, factuality, abduction, figurative
understanding, synecdoche, General Semantics, collateral model.
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